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  Henry County enters social media world

Henry County is now on Facebook. If you are a social media fan, please check us out for updates
to County projects, news releases, and reminders of events. You can reach us by going to
www.facebook.com and searching for Henry County, Virginia, or you can go to our website, www.henrycountyva.gov
www.henrycountyva.gov, and look for the Facebook icon.

Add Henry County as a friend and keep up with all that's going on.

  Parks and Recreation sponsoring Christmas Lights Contest

Do you think your house is always the most decorative in your neighborhood around Christmas
time? Are you looking for the attention that you deserve after all your hard work of putting up
Christmas lights, decorations, etc.? If so, join Henry County Parks and Recreation for our 1st
Annual Christmas Light Contest.

First, second and third place winners will receive trophies and prize packages. Registration
deadline is December 14 and all lights, decorations, etc. must be up and complete by December
15. There is a $10 entry fee. Please contact Parks and Recreation at 634-4640 for more
information.

Kids' Night Out scheduled for December 11

Join Henry County Parks & Recreation and Martinsville Leisure Services for our Kids' Night Out on
December 11 from 6 to 9 p.m. We'll keep the kids; you'll have some free time to Christmas shop
or just send them for some old-fashion games and fun! Dress appropriately for painting and game
time.

Pre-registration by Friday, December 4 is required. A minimum of 15 kids and a maximum of 50
will be accepted. It is open to ages 5-12. The event will be held at the National Guard Armory on
Commonwealth Boulevard, and the cost is $5 per child, payable by check to the City of Martinsville.

Fall Clean-Up captures 4.8 tons of trash

The fall Smith River Clean-Up, sponsored by Gateway Streetscape, was a big success, with 60
volunteers collecting 4.8 tons of trash and debris from the river, area streams and nearby roads.
Volunteers were asked to pick up litter along the highways the week preceding the river clean-up
on Saturday, October 3.

The "cleaning troops" included neighborhood groups, VDOT, Henry County PSA staff, Gateway
staff, Henry County Sheriff's Office, Martinsville Sheriff's Department, City of Martinsville Public
Works, the Community Pride Committee, and other area residents.

The winter clean-up is already scheduled for February 6, 2010 and we hope you will join us. If you
are aware of a dumping site that needs our attention, please contact the Gateway office at
634-4674 or 634-4622. It is a great educational experience for all citizens and we encourage you
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634-4674 or 634-4622. It is a great educational experience for all citizens and we encourage you
to come out if you have never helped before.

Historic bridge to live on in Fieldale

The holidays are just around the corner and so is the lighting of the Historic Fieldale Iron Bridge.
After two of the trusses survived their original fate of being demolished, work is under way to
prepare the 54-foot long trusses from the bridge so that they can once again be enjoyed by
residents of and visitors to Fieldale.

The Dan River Basin Association, with support from their Martinsville-Henry County River & Trails
Group, the Fieldale Heritage Festival and Henry County Parks & Recreation, has been busily
coordinating efforts so that the trusses can be placed on either side of a new section of the
Fieldale Walking Trail that will pass through Fieldale Park.  The installation of these trusses as trail
art will allow visitors to walk "across" the bridge while learning about the history of the
71-year-old structure and of the community of Fieldale.

Many local businesses and residents have contributed to this effort, including Dishman
Environmental, Reliable Welding & Fabricators, Hall's Mechanical, Boxley Materials, Craddock
Logging Supply & Repair, Henry County, the Virginia Department of Transportation, DLB
Construction, The Fieldale Community Center, Mr. Joey Arrington, Mr. Shane Pinkston and Mr.
Rayford Smith. 
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